Leakesville Infrastructure and Recreation Projects
Water Infrastructure
· Project Name: Jernigan Road Water Main Extension Project
· Grant Program/Agency: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) State and Tribal Assistance Grant (STAG)
· Estimated Costs:
· Total Project Cost (Recommended Option 3 - Horizontally-Drilled): $6,274,151
· Available Funding (STAG + 20% local match): $2,283,030 (sufficient for Phase I only)
· Phase I Cost: $1,926,193
· Pertinent Information: This project aims to provide safe drinking water and adequate fire protection to approximately 120 residences along Jernigan Road and Roland Brewer Road, which currently rely on shallow, contamination-susceptible private wells and lack fire hydrants. The recommended approach involves 8.30 miles of 6-inch High Density Poly Ethylene (HDPE) water main installed via horizontal drilling to minimize environmental impact (wetlands) and construction issues (shallow groundwater). Due to funding limitations, the project is planned in three phases. Easement procurement from property owners is anticipated.
Waste Water Infrastructure
· Project Name: Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Rehabilitation Project
· Grant Program/Agency: The report was prepared in response to deficiencies identified by the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) Report. While not explicitly a grant program, addressing these violations is critical for compliance.
· Estimated Costs:
· Option 2 (Floating Curtain and Baffle Wall Installations - Recommended): $343,138
· Option 3 (Option 2 + Lagoon Improvements & Sludge Removal): $3,204,138
· Pertinent Information: This project addresses critical deficiencies at the Leakesville WWTP, including a damaged floating curtain wall causing short-circuiting, duckweed accumulation, and an inoperable post-aeration system, all of which led to an MDEQ Notice of Violation. Option 2, the most financially feasible given current constraints, focuses on immediate compliance by installing new curtain and baffle walls and repairing the aeration system. However, it does not address the significant sludge accumulation. The total estimated schedule for Option 2 is 255 days.
Public Safety & Recreation
· Project Name: Bear Creek Sports and Fitness Trail
· Grant Program/Agency: Mississippi Wildlife Fisheries and Parks Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
· Estimated Costs:
· Total Project Cost: $95,700.00
· Requested Grant Amount: $76,560.00
· City's Contribution: $19,140.00
· Pertinent Information: This project proposes extending an existing walking track in Bear Creek Park by 3,190 feet with an 8-foot width. This expansion will complete the walking track around the ballpark, significantly increasing recreational space. It directly promotes public health and wellness by providing accessible outdoor recreation opportunities and enhances community safety through improved pedestrian infrastructure. The grant application was submitted on March 31, 2025.
· Project Name: Pedestrian Improvements - Phase I (Sidewalk Project)
· Grant Program/Agency: Prepared by Volkert, Inc. (specific grant program not detailed in the provided document, but it is a construction cost estimate for municipal improvements).
· Estimated Costs:
· Estimated Total Project Cost Phase I: $756,221.13
· Pertinent Information: This project encompasses a range of pedestrian infrastructure improvements, including clearing and grubbing, removal of existing asphalt and concrete, excavation, topsoil and sodding, concrete paved ditches, temporary silt fences, asphalt pavement, reinforced concrete pipe installation, gratings, manholes, concrete sidewalks (without reinforcement), detectable warning panels, concrete driveways, and various roadside construction signs and safety measures. This comprehensive approach enhances pedestrian safety and accessibility within the city.
